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1
BATTERY-TYPE DETERMINATION
APPARATUS, BATTERY-TYPE
DETERMINATION METHOD, AND
ELECTRONIC APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
132390, filed Jun. 11, 2012, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a battery-type determination appa-
ratus, a battery-type determination method, and an electronic
apparatus for determining a type of a battery.

2. Description of the Related Art

Batteries are conventionally used as driving power supplies
for a variety of electronic apparatuses. Batteries are classified
into a plurality oftypes, e.g., dry cells of manganese batteries
and alkaline batteries, and rechargeable nickel hydride bat-
teries. These types of batteries have respectively different
battery lifetimes and discharging properties. For example, the
battery lifetimes are longest in the order from manganese
batteries, alkaline batteries, and nickel hydride batteries. With
respect to a drop property from the start of a voltage drop,
both of the manganese and alkaline batteries show gentle
voltage drops, while the nickel hydride batteries show a com-
paratively steep drop.

Therefore, for example, an electronic dictionary, a calcu-
lator, a touchpanel-type personal digital assistant (PDA),
which are electronic apparatuses each operated by a CPU
driven with a rated voltage, need to set different voltage
values (or thresholds) for warning consumption of battery due
to reduction in remaining battery power, depending on types
of'batteries, for example, by setting a higher voltage value for
use of hydrogen batteries than use of alkaline batteries.

Conventionally, an electronic apparatus which allows use
ofaplurality of types of batteries has a function to allow auser
to select/set and store a battery type. Depending on battery
types stored, setting voltage values are switched to issue
warnings as mentioned above concerning consumption of
battery.

In a conventional remaining-battery determination appara-
tus, voltage drop amounts of battery voltages without load
and under maximum load are compared with thresholds for
determining battery types, to thereby determine a battery
type. Further consideration is taken into determination on
whether battery power remains or not by comparison with a
threshold for determining remaining battery power (for
example, Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2008-
003022).

An apparatus has been designed which detects a battery
type by determining a battery type, based on a difference
between a current value flowing during driving of an elec-
tronic apparatus and a current value flowing during not driv-
ing of the electronic apparatus (for example, refer to Jpn. Pat.
Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 11-250942).

Among electronic apparatuses which allow use of a plural-
ity of types of batteries, there is an electronic apparatus which
allows a user to select and set a battery type. The electronic
apparatus not only requires the user to set a battery type
repeatedly each time a battery is replaced with a different type
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of battery, but also possibly causes a problem in warning
consumption of battery due to a setting error.

Ina method of determining a battery type by a conventional
remaining-battery-power determination apparatus or a bat-
tery-type detection apparatus, an amount of voltage drop and
a difference in current values are greatly influenced by an
amount of remaining battery. Therefore, particularly when an
amount of remaining battery is small, there is a problem that
a determination error easily occurs.

Under the circumstances, it is desired to provide a battery-
type determination apparatus, a battery-type determination
method, and an electronic apparatus including the battery-
type determination apparatus, which are capable of distin-
guishing battery types.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an aspect of the invention, there is provided a
battery-type determination apparatus comprising: a battery
installation unit equipped with battery connection terminals
in which a battery is installed; a voltage detector that detects
avoltage generated by Seebeck effect between a battery con-
nection terminal and an electrode of the battery; a tempera-
ture rise controller that raises a temperature at a contact point
between the electrode of the battery and the battery connec-
tion terminal; and a type determination unit that determines a
type of the battery installed in the battery installation unit,
based on the voltage detected by the voltage detector with the
temperature risen at the contact point.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided an electronic apparatus comprising: a battery installa-
tion unit equipped with battery connection terminals in which
a battery is installed; a voltage detector that detects a voltage
generated by Seebeck effect between a battery connection
terminal and an electrode of the battery; a temperature rise
controller that raises a temperature at a contact point between
the electrode of the battery and the battery connection termi-
nal; and a type determination unit that determines a type of the
battery installed in the battery installation unit, based on the
voltage detected by the voltage detector with the temperature
risen at the contact point; and a voltage setting unit that sets a
voltage value for monitoring a state of the battery, depending
on the type of the battery determined by the type determina-
tion unit.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumentali-
ties and combinations particularly pointed out hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and together with the general descrip-
tion given above and the detailed description of the embodi-
ments given below, serve to explain the principles of the
invention.

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of a battery-type determina-
tion circuit in a battery-type determination apparatus accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 2A and 2B each show a specific circuit structure of
a battery-spring-voltage detection terminal 16 and a battery-
anode-voltage detection terminal 17 in a battery box 11 of the
battery-type determination circuit;
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FIG. 3 shows for explaining an electromotive voltage of
Seebeck effect;

FIG. 4 is a measured characteristic graph showing aver-
aged Seebeck voltages which are detected when various bat-
teries are installed in the battery box 11 of the battery-type
determination circuit;

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram showing a Seebeck voltage
detector 18 in the battery-type determination circuit; and

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a battery-type determination
processing in an electronic apparatus including the battery-
type determination circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, embodiments of the invention will be
described with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of a battery-type determina-
tion circuit in a battery-type determination apparatus accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

The battery-type determination circuit is provided in an
electronic apparatus which is driven by a battery as a power
supply.

Described now will be an electronic apparatus which is
driven by two size-AA batteries as a power supply.

A cathode battery spring 12 and anode battery spring
(metal A: steel wire for spring) 13 are provided as battery
connection terminals in a battery box 11 of the electronic
apparatus. Two size-AA batteries 10 connected in series are
installed between the springs with a battery cathode 14 and a
battery anode (metal B) 15 sandwiched therebetween.

One end of the anode battery spring (metal A) 13 of the
battery box 11 is brought into contact with a center part of the
battery anode 15, and the other end on the opposite side of the
box 11 is provided with a battery-spring-voltage detection
terminal 16. A battery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17 is
provided at a position in contact with an outer circumferential
part distant from a center part of the battery anode 15.

The battery-spring-voltage detection terminal 16 and the
battery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17 are connected to
a Seebeck voltage detector 18. The Seebeck voltage detector
18 detects an electromotive voltage generated by the Seebeck
effect when a temperature difference AT to an ambient tem-
perature T occurs at a contact part between the anode battery
spring (metal A) 13 and the battery anode (metal B) 15.

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B each show a specific circuit structure
of a battery-spring-voltage detection terminal 16 and a bat-
tery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17 in the battery box
11 of the battery-type determination circuit.

As shown in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B, the battery-spring-
voltage detection terminal 16 is connected to an end of the
anode battery spring 13 opposite to the other end thereof in
contact with the battery anode 15, as described above, and is
led and connected to the Seebeck voltage detector 18 in the
apparatus.

The battery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17 is pro-
vided at a position in contact with an outer circumferential
part distant from the center of the anode 15 of one of the
batteries 10 installed in the battery box 11 and is led and
connected to the Seebeck voltage detector 18 in the apparatus.

FIG. 3 shows for explaining an electromotive voltage of the
Seebeck effect.

Two ends of two types of metals A (anode battery spring
13) and B (battery anode 15) are connected to each other, to
form a closed circuit. To the ambient temperature T, the
temperature-difference LT is caused to occur at a contact
point m. Then, an electromotive voltage (electromotive force)
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4

of the Seebeck effect is generated at the other contact point
which is maintained at the ambient temperature T.

The electromotive voltage (Seebeck voltage) V of the See-
beck effect is obtained by multiplying the temperature-differ-
ence AT by a Seebeck coefficient a.. The Seebeck coefficient
a is determined depending on a combination of the foregoing
two types of metals A (anode battery spring 13) and B (battery
anode 15).

In general, for a metal which forms the battery anode 15 of
the batteries 10, an optimal metal material is selected and
used depending on the type of the batteries 10 (manganese
batteries/alkaline batteries/nickel hydride batteries).

Therefore, different Seebeck coefficients (aum, ca, and an)
are applied respectively when manganese batteries (10m),
alkaline batteries (10a), and nickel hydride batteries (10%) are
installed in the battery box 11. That is, the Seebeck voltage V
differs depending on the types of the batteries 10 on condition
that the temperature difference AT is uniform at the contact
point m between the anode battery spring (metal A) 13 and the
battery anode 15 (metal B).

FIG. 4 is a characteristic graph showing a result of mea-
suring the Seebeck voltage when the temperature of a battery
anode part is raised by 5 to 30° C. with the various types of
batteries installed in the battery box 11 provided with the
battery-type determination circuit described above which
uses a steel wire SWPB for springs as a material of an anode
battery spring. V1 expresses an averaged Seecbeck voltage
detected when manganese batteries are installed. V2
expresses an averaged Seebeck voltage detected when alka-
line batteries are installed. V3 expresses an averaged Seebeck
voltage detected when nickel hydride batteries are installed.

According to the measured Seebeck voltage characteristic
graph, a temperature-difference AT ata contact point between
the anode battery spring (metal A) 13 and the battery anode 15
(metal B) is specified at first. A Seebeck voltage V at this time
is detected by the Seebeck voltage detector 18, and is com-
pared with a threshold which has been preliminarily mea-
sured. In this manner, the type of batteries 10 installed in the
battery box 11 can be determined.

That is, if the Seebeck voltage V is close to V1 when a
contact temperature difference AT® C. is set, the batteries can
be determined to be manganese batteries. If the Seebeck
voltage is close to V2, the batteries can be determined to be
alkaline batteries. If the Seebeck voltage is close to V3, the
batteries can be determined to be nickel hydride batteries.

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram showing the Seebeck voltage
detector 18 in the battery-type determination circuit.

The Seebeck voltage V led from between the battery-
spring-voltage detection terminal 16 and the battery-anode-
voltage detection terminal 17 of the battery-type determina-
tion circuit is so low as, for example, 0.00 to 0.05 mV, as
shown in the measured Seebeck voltage characteristic graph
in FIG. 4 at a contact-temperature difterence AT=5° C. Reso-
Iution is low when processing is performed after analog-to-
digital conversion. Therefore, 100 times (x100) amplifiers are
provided in two steps in the Seebeck voltage detector 18. The
Seebeck voltage V led from between the battery-spring-volt-
age detection terminal 16 and the battery-anode-voltage
detection terminal 17 is amplified to be 10000 times greater
(x10000), and is supplied to an analog-to-digital converter of
a CPU 21.

Accordingly, 0.1 V and 0.2 V are detected by the analog-
to-digital converter of the CPU 21 when the Seebeck voltages
V led from between the battery-spring-voltage detection ter-
minal 16 and the battery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17
are 0.01 and 0.02 mV, respectively.
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The CPU 21 is a controller which controls operation of the
electronic apparatus, and is driven at a constant voltage VDD
based on an output voltage of the two size-AA batteries 10
installed in the battery box 11.

A memory 22 is connected to the CPU 21, and electronic-
apparatus control programs for controlling various operations
of the electronic apparatus are stored in the memory 22. A
battery-type determination program 22a for determining a
type of batteries, based on a Seebeck voltage V subjected to
the analog-to-digital conversion by the analog-to-digital con-
verter, is stored as one of the electronic-apparatus control
programs.

The memory 22 stores warning-voltage setting data 225 for
setting a voltage (or threshold) for a battery consumption
warning dependent on the type determined in accordance
with the battery-type determination program 22a.

The electronic apparatus equipped with the battery-type
determination circuit configured as described above achieves
a battery-type determination function set forth in descriptions
of operations below, as the CPU 21 controls operations of
respective parts of the circuit in accordance with commands
described in the electronic-apparatus control programs, to
make software and hardware operate in corporation with each
other.

Next, operation of the electronic apparatus equipped with
the battery-type determination circuit configured as described
above will be described.

In general, in an electronic apparatus which is driven by a
battery power supply, the apparatus is operated and the bat-
tery power supply is applied with load. Then, the temperature
of the batteries 10 rises accordingly. In the electronic appa-
ratus according to the present embodiment, the temperature
of the batteries 10 rises by 5° C. (=AT) from the ambient
temperature T through a predetermined operation for a con-
stant time period.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a battery-type determination
processing in the electronic apparatus including the battery-
type determination circuit.

When the power supply of the electronic apparatus is
switched on, the battery-type determination program 22a
stored in the memory 22 is started under control of the CPU
21. Firstly, a predetermined operation is continued for a con-
stant time period, and the temperature of the batteries 10
installed in the battery box 11 rises by 5° C. (=4T) from the
ambient temperature T (Step S1).

Then, the Seebeck voltage V (x10000) led from between
the battery-spring-voltage detection terminal 16 and the bat-
tery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17 is subjected to ana-
log-to-digital conversion by the analog-to-digital converter of
the CPU 21 and is read (Step S2). Next, a determination is
made on whether or not the read voltage is smaller than or
equalto 0.1 V (=0.01 mVx10000) as a determination thresh-
old for manganese batteries which is preset based on the
measured Seebeck voltage characteristic (refer to FIG. 4)
(Step S3).

Here, if the Seebeck voltage V is determined to be greater
than 0.1V (step S3 [No]), a determination is made on whether
or not the Seebeck voltage is smaller than or equal to 0.3 V
(=0.03 mVx10000) as a determination threshold for alkaline
batteries (Step S4).

If the Seebeck voltage V is determined to be smaller than
0.1 V in Step S3 (Step S3 [Yes]), the batteries 10 installed in
the battery box 11 are determined to be manganese batteries,
and a battery-consumption warning voltage 2256 for manga-
nese batteries is set in the memory 22 (Step S5).

Otherwise, if the Seebeck voltage V detected by the CPU
21 is determined to be greater than 0.1 V in the foregoing Step
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6
S3 (Step S3 [No]) and is determined to be smaller than or
equalto 0.3V (=0.03 mVx10000) in Step S4 (Step S4 [Yes]),
the batteries 10 installed in the battery box 11 are determined
to be alkaline batteries, and a battery-consumption warning
voltage 225 for alkaline batteries is set in the memory 22
(Step S6).

Further, if the Seebeck voltage V is determined to be
greater than 0.3 V in Step S4 (Step S4 [No]), the batteries 10
installed in the battery box 11 are determined to be nickel
hydride batteries, and a battery-consumption warning voltage
225 for nickel hydride batteries is set in the memory 22 (Step
S7).

In this manner, the type of the batteries 10 installed in the
battery box 11 can be easily determined without influence
from the remaining battery amount of the batteries 10. A
proper battery-consumption warning voltage 225 can there-
fore be set in correspondence with the type of the batteries 10
being used.

After the batteries 10 being used are determined to be
manganese batteries in Step S5, the CPU 21 further deter-
mines whether or not the detected Seebeck voltage V is main-
tained to be smaller than or equal to 1.1V (=0.11 mVx10000)
equivalent to the contact temperature difference AT=30° C.
(Step S8).

Here, if the Seebeck voltage V detected by the CPU 21
during use of the manganese batteries is determined to be
greater than 1.1 V equivalent to the contact temperature dif-
ference AT=30° C. (Step S8 [No]), abnormal heat generation
of the batteries is determined to be caused by any problem
occurring in the apparatus, and the system power supply is
forcibly shut down (interrupted) (Step S9).

After the batteries 10 being used are determined to be
manganese batteries also in Step S6, a further determination
is made on whether or not the Seebeck voltage V is main-
tained to be smaller than or equal to 1.2V (=0.12 mVx10000)
equivalent to the contact temperature difference AT=30° C.
(Step S10).

Here, if the Seebeck voltage V detected by the CPU 21
during use of the alkaline batteries is determined to be greater
than 1.2 V equivalent to the contact temperature difference
AT=30° C. (Step S10 [No]), abnormal heat generation of the
batteries is determined to be caused by any problem occurring
in the apparatus, and the system power supply is forcibly shut
down (interrupted) (Step S9).

After the batteries 10 being used are determined to be
nickel hydride batteries in Step S7, a further determination is
made on whether or not the Seebeck voltage V is to be smaller
than or equal to 1.5V (=0.15 mVx10000) equivalent to the
contact temperature difference AT=30° C. (Step S11).

Here, if the Seebeck voltage V detected by the CPU 21
during use of the nickel hydride batteries is determined to be
greater than 1.5 V equivalent to the contact temperature dif-
ference AT=30° C. (step S11 [No]), abnormal heat generation
of the batteries is determined to be caused by any problem
occurring in the apparatus, as in the former cases, and the
system power supply is forcibly shut down (interrupted) (Step
S9).

In this manner, by monitoring the Seebeck voltage V from
between the battery-spring-voltage detection terminal 16 and
the battery-anode-voltage detection terminal 17 during use of
the electronic apparatus, operational abnormality occurring
inside the apparatus can be securely detected without being
influenced by the remaining battery amount of the batteries
10 at all. The system power supply can then be shut down.
Therefore, safety can be ensured when abnormal heat gen-
eration occurs in an apparatus using batteries.
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In the embodiment described above, a voltage for monitor-
ing abnormal heat generation is set after determining a battery
type. As an alternative, A voltage as a threshold for warning a
low voltage caused by consumption of batteries can be set
depending on the type of batteries.

The foregoing embodiment is configured to determine the
type of batteries 10 from the electromotive voltage V of the
Seebeck effect V which is detected based on the difference of
a metal material forming the battery anode (metal B) 15, to
one of the batteries 10 which is in contact with the anode
battery spring (metal A) 13 among a plurality of size AA
batteries 10 installed in the battery box 11 in series.

Alternatively, the electromotive voltage V of the Seebeck
effect may be configured to be detected for each of a plurality
of'batteries 10 installed in the battery box 11. A warning may
be issued for mixture of different types of batteries.

The invention of the present application is not limited to the
foregoing embodiment but can be variously modified in prac-
tical phases without deviating from the subject matters of the
invention.

The embodiment further covers inventions in various
stages, and various inventions can be derived by appropriate
combinations of a plurality of disclosed components. For
example, if several components are removed from all com-
ponents disclosed in the embodiment or if several compo-
nents are combined in a different form, a configuration
obtained by removing or combining those components is
derived as an invention insofar as problems are solved and
effects are achieved.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
broader aspects is not limited to the specific details and rep-
resentative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What is claimed is:

1. A battery-type determination apparatus comprising:

abattery installation unit equipped with battery connection
terminals in which a battery is installed;

a voltage detector that detects a voltage generated by See-
beck effect between a battery connection terminal and an
electrode of the battery;

a temperature rise controller that raises a temperature at a
contact point between the electrode of the battery and
the battery connection terminal; and

a type determination unit that determines a type of the
battery installed in the battery installation unit, based on
the voltage detected by the voltage detector with the
temperature risen at the contact point.

2. The battery-type determination apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising a comparator that determines the
type of the battery installed in the battery installation unit, by
comparing the voltage generated by the Seebeck effect with
thresholds which are set respectively for battery types.

3. The battery-type determination apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein the temperature rise controller comprises an
operation controller that raises a temperature of a body of the
battery, by operating an apparatus on which the battery-type
determination apparatus is installed.

4. The battery-type determination apparatus according to
claim 3, wherein the temperature rise controller raises the
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temperature at the contact point until a predetermined tem-
perature difference from the ambient temperature of the bat-
tery is generated.

5. The battery-type determination apparatus according to
claim 4, wherein the contact point at which the voltage gen-
erated by the Seebeck effect is detected is a contact point
between an anode of the battery and one of the battery con-
nection terminals.

6. A battery-type determination method comprising:

raising a temperature at a contact point between an elec-
trode of a battery and a battery connection terminal of a
battery installation unit;

detecting a voltage generated by Seebeck effect between
the battery connection terminal of the battery installa-
tion unit and the electrode of the battery, with a prede-
termined temperature rise caused at the contact point;
and

determining a type of the battery installed in the battery
installation unit, based on the detected voltage.

7. The battery-type determination method according to
claim 6, wherein the determining the type comprises deter-
mining the type of the battery installed in the battery instal-
lation unit, by comparing the voltage generated by the See-
beck effect with thresholds which are set respectively for
battery types.

8. The battery-type determination method according to
claim 7, wherein the raising the temperature at the contact
point comprises raising the temperature until a predetermined
temperature difference from an ambient temperature of the
battery is generated.

9. The battery-type determination according to claim 8,
wherein the contact point at which the voltage generated by
the Seebeck effect is detected is a contact point between an
anode of the battery and a battery connection terminal.

10. An electronic apparatus comprising:

a battery installation unit equipped with battery connection

terminals in which a battery is installed;

a voltage detector that detects a voltage generated by See-
beck effect between a battery connection terminal and an
electrode of the battery;

a temperature rise controller that raises a temperature at a
contact point between the electrode of the battery and
the battery connection terminal; and

a type determination unit that determines a type of the
battery installed in the battery installation unit, based on
the voltage detected by the voltage detector with the
temperature risen at the contact point; and

a voltage setting unit that sets a voltage value for monitor-
ing a state of the battery, depending on the type of the
battery determined by the type determination unit.

11. The electronic apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein the voltage setting unit sets a voltage value for deter-
mining abnormal heat generation of the battery.

12. The electronic apparatus according to claim 11, further
comprising:

an abnormality determination unit that determines the
abnormal heat generation of the battery by comparing
the voltage detected by the voltage detector with the
voltage value set by the voltage setting unit; and

a power-supply-shutoff unit that shuts off a power supply
voltage supplied from the battery installation unit when
the battery is determined to be abnormally generating
heat by the abnormality determination unit.
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